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Address by the Mayor of Berne

Welcome to the capital of Switzerland, welcome to
Berne!

With the city of Berne you picked an ideal location for
the 117 European Congress of Paediatric Surgery.
Berne is centrally located and benefits from a modern
and effective infrastructure. Distances are short and
guality of life is high. The city has also much to offer
as a background to your congress. There is a charming
old town, listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, of-
fering a wide variety of shops, cafés and restaurants. Encircled by the River
Aare and, on clear days, set against a breath-taking Alpine backdrop, Berne
owes its charm to an integrated cityscape.

Berne is also a place of science: One of the most important scientists ever
worked and lived in our city: Albert Einstein developed some of his most re-
volutionizing theories about modern physics in the early 20" century in
Berne.

It is a great honor for Berne to host the 11" European Congress of Paediatric
Surgery. We are convinced that this congress will help you to enhance your
capacity to discover, promote and apply new knowledge to the benefit of
your young patients. We hope that you find in Berne the finest possible con-
ditions to make your congress scientifically and socially a success.

Alexander Tschappat
Mayor of Berne



Address by the Dean of the Medical Faculty, University of Berne

b

u

b
UNIVERSITAT
BERN

Dear Speakers,
Dear Guests,
Dear Participants,

Dear Organizers,

7 Ladies and Gentlemen,
l . | cordially welcome you in the name of the University of

Berne and in particular in the name of the Medical Faculty to the 11" European

Congress of Paediatric Surgery. It is a great honor for us to have you all here in
Berne. | am convinced that it will be not only a memorable meeting due to the high
qguality of the presented scientific work and the intense and exciting discussions,
but also a wonderful occasion to meet old friends and make new ones, and to rein-

force and expand your international network.
| wish you successful and pleasant four days!

L

Prof. Dr. med. Peter Eggli
Dean Medical Faculty, University of Berne



Address by the President of EUPSA
EUPSA

Dear Members and guests,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 11"
European Congress of Paediatric Surgery in Berne, the
capital of Switzerland. The largely medieval old town of
Berne has been recognized by UNESCO as a cultural
world heritage site. The old town has 6 kilometers of
arcades and boasts one of the longest covered shopping
promenades in Europe.

EUPSA is continuing to grow and thrive. The total mem-
bership is fast approaching 1,000 members. This year 496 abstracts submitted
from around the world promises to produce an excellent Scientific Program. In ad-
dition to the laparoscopic, oncology and traumatology courses, the Symposium on
Vesicoureteral Reflux and Meet the Expert Lunches, we will also have a common
session with nurses on pain management as well as lectures on Prevention of In-
jury in Childhood.

At the time of the EUPSA meeting, WOFAPS is organizing a summit meeting of the
Presidents or their representatives, of BAPS, EUPSA, APSA, AAP, CAPS, PAPS and
WOFAPS. The main purpose of this summit meeting would be to pool resources
from these organizations to help our colleagues in the developing world to im-
prove the surgical care of children.

| am grateful to the local organizing committee chaired by Professor Zacharias Za-
chariou for arranging what, | have no doubt will be a very successful and memora-
ble conference, both scientifically and socially. | hope that the EUPSA meeting in
Berne through both the formal sessions, and especially through the informal ga-
therings, provide a wonderful opportunity for pediatric surgeons to have a fruitful
exchange of ideas, provide new research collaborators and meet old friends.

| wish all delegates and accompanying persons an interesting, educational and en-
joyable congress.

(| A LA
Professor Prem Puri
President of the EUPSA




Address by the President of the Swiss Society of Paediatric Surgery

Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir Kinderchirurgie
Société Suisse de Chirurgie Pédiatrique
Societa Svizzera di Chirurgia Pediatrica

I‘a
Welcome to tiny Switzerland with considerable problems,
welcome to a great meeting with considerable potential

Dear colleagues and friends,

As the President of the Swiss Society of Pediatric Surgery |
am taking down a few thoughts I'd like to share with you,
simply because | assume you might be interested to hear
about some of our concerns. And also because | hope that
talking about these problems - maybe also at our forth-
coming EUPSA Meeting(s) - will help to find solutions.
Switzerland is one of the smallest countries in the world
and has, undoubtedly, one of the greatest and best func-
tioning health care systems worldwide. And, it has one of the highest per capita
incomes in the world, and also one of (if not) the highest number of pediatric
surgeons (about 60) with regard to the comparatively small population (about 7.5
million) whose offspring, by the way, is totaling a modest 75'000 babies per year.
Quite a few superlatives, good and bad, for our little country!

Consequently, the biggest problem of pediatric surgery in Switzerland is case load,
in particular index cases, and there, in particular the rare and famous congenital
malformations that render our specialty so special and attractive (the problem is a
bit attenuated by the many trauma cases that are taken care of by pediatric surge-
ons in this country). The numbers of these most challenging cases are too small to
nurture all active pediatric surgeons adequately, too small for everyone, in particu-
lar our many young talents, to gain and maintain an internationally competitive
expertise, and too small for the urgently needed controlled, prospective, rando-
mized clinical trials to conclusively answer some of the many burning questions
still around.

How to act? Shutting down all but one or two of the actual 7 Swiss pediatric sur-
gical centers for the sake of increasing case load is, for various good reasons, not
medically meaningful or politically feasible. Therefore we are trying to establish
centers of different and specific expertise where, e.g. children with big burns or
rare gastrointestinal or urological cases are to be concentrated. Not an easy task,
but first experiences are somewhat encouraging. Another line of action regards
training: We are forced to send our handpicked trainees to the few large national
centers and also to busy, good places abroad to allow them achieve the best poss-
ible levels of autonomy. Here, we also depend on joint ventures with our interna-
tional friends and colleagues who accept our youngsters in their training-programs.
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